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OPINION

When rulership becomes privileged booty (ghanimah): the condition of
the Gulf Cooperation Council®

Yousef Khalifah al-Yousef

Abu Dhabi, UAE

When I began my undergraduate studies at the American University of Beirut at the
beginning of the 1970s together with a number of my fellow citizens among the sons
of the Emirates and other member nations of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC),
which was still yet to be known by this name, Lebanon was a free pulpit, a raging
ocean of ideas and political currents of every stripe — Islamic, popular and
Communist. I will never forget that myself and others among the Emiratis were
forced to cope with a tremendous amount of criticism and aspersions that were
pronounced by some of these fronts and directed at the ruling families in our nations.
Our defence was not a sycophantic “dusting off the suit” or an obsequious flattery of
these families, but rather one emerging from our feelings that these families were of
us and that we were of them, and that owr pains and hopes were their pains and
hopes, and that we were with them, whatever our differences might have been, as
‘sons of the region’. This was to the extent that our differences remained as those of
one family, arising from differences in interpretation, the reason for which might be
mistakes from which no human being can never be free as perfection is God’s alone.

Looking at the history of the region it can be seen that these ruling families were
once melded to their people (as if one flesh), bound to them and dependent upon
them in the period before oil; and people, in all strata of society, respected these
families and were with them in the shared affairs of life. They might differ with them
over questions of the best way to proceed, but any differences did not spoil the
amicability of a given issue because all sides felt that they were participating pariners
in these nations. However, the wind of change was blowing. It was logical, rather, it
was even expected, that these families would remain ‘flesh and blood” in the
transformation from tribal legitimacy to nation-state legitimacy after the period of
oil that God had bestowed upon us as a natural resource belonging to all and a
bulwark against scarcity. This was because this course was the natural and authentic
mode of living, and any other than it would be deemed strange and inconducive to
the internal unity that was considered to be a precondition of stability and fruition.
Now, after the passing of more than 30 years of struggles for growth and security in
the shadow of these governments, there is no doubt that the people of the region
must give sobering pause before the question of the degree of success or failure
of these governments or the ruling families, to be more precise, in their preservation
of the social, economic and political participation of their peoples and the extent of
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